Intercultural competence, the ability to “gain insight on native perspectives, opinions, and values; reflect critically and engage with otherness” (ACTFL 96), is an integral part of any language learning curriculum, yet the increasing ardor for technology in the language classroom has mainly been limited in this area to multimedia presentation, or large-scale, resource-intensive projects that perform little rigorous evaluation.  We have developed an interactive system that incorporates attention-focusing techniques to “teachable moments” in feature film that highlight cultural attributes. 
In this system, founded on the model for the development of intercultural competence proposed by Anthony Liddicoat, students receive authentic input from a French film clip and then predict the next event at a critical moment based on cultural knowledge.  After viewing the resulting events in the clip, students reflect on the quality of their prediction through self-explanation and report unique cultural attributes that they notice in the video.  Finally they create verbal output that is evaluated by the instructor and their peers to continue the cycle of development.  This system can be integrated into the language classroom as part of a larger program that allows instructor development of cultural themes and involves peer discussion in an online forum.  
This paper presents an evaluation of this system that was recently conducted in two French Online classrooms to test the hypothesis that attention-focusing techniques will increase cultural learning in an online environment. Thirty-two students were randomly assigned to conditions in which an experimental group using system we developed was compared to a control group that viewed the same video clips without intervention.  We present the results of the study in which increased self-confidence in intercultural competence and improvement in cultural analysis of film was shown.  Also presented is a combined methodology for evaluating intercultural competence in an interactive online system, and a discussion of the differences between students at varying levels of cultural sophistication.
